
SALFORD CITY COUNCIL

19th July, 2017

Meeting commenced:     9.30 a.m.
                                                                            “            adjourned:    10.50 a.m.
                                                                            “        re-convened:    11.10 a.m.
                                                                            “                  ended:    12.35 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillor Peter Connor - Chair of the Council and Ceremonial
           Mayor

Mr Paul Dennett - City Mayor

Councillors Derek Antrobus, Howard Balkind, Michele Barnes, 
Samantha Bellamy, Barbara Bentham, Paula Boshell, Adrian 
Brocklehurst, Tanya Burch, Bob Clarke, Christopher Clarkson, Jillian 
Collinson, Richard Critchley, Peter Dobbs, John Ferguson, Heather 
Fletcher, Karen Garrido, Robin Garrido, Jane Hamilton, Stephen 
Hesling, Bill Hinds, Christine Hudson, Ann-Marie Humphreys, Jimmy 
Hunt, David Jolley, Roger Jones, Tracy Kelly, Jim King, David 
Lancaster, Bernard Lea, Kate Lewis, Iain Lindley, Paul Longshaw, 
Charlie McIntyre, Ray Mashiter, John Merry, Margaret Morris, Gina 
Reynolds, Neil Reynolds, Brendan Ryan, Arnold Saunders, Robert 
Sharpe, Lisa Stone, Peter Taylor, Les Turner,  John Walsh, John 
Warmisham, Barry Warner, Neil Watkin, Colette Weir, Michael 
Wheeler, Peter Wheeler, Paul Wilson and Ronnie Wilson.

1. SREBRENICA

Members stood in silence in remembrance of the victims of the Srebrenica Massacre 
which had occurred in July 1995 during the Bosnian War.

2. COUNCILLOR JOE MURPHY

The Ceremonial Mayor referred to the recent sad death of Councillor Joe Murphy 
who had served as a councillor since 1971, most recently for the Claremont ward, as 
well as, amongst holding many positions, being the Ceremonial Mayor himself in 
1991/92 and a long standing member of the Planning and Transportation Regulatory 
Panel.  

Condolences were extended to Joe’s family and members stood in silence as a mark 
of respect.

Councillor Bill Hinds, Councillor Robin Garrido, Councillor David Jolley, Councillor 
Margaret Morris, Councillor David Lancaster, Councillor Les Turner, the Ceremonial 
Mayor and the City Mayor all paid their own personal tributes.



3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Stephen Coen, 
Graham Compton, Jim Dawson and John Mullen.  

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

5. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 17th May 2017 were approved as a correct 
record.

6. MATTERS ARISING

(a) General Comments and Questions to the City Mayor 
(Previous Minute 86 - 17th May 2017)

Councillor Lisa Stone commented that the City Mayor had given a commitment to 
join her team, who would be taking part in the UKFirst City of Salford 10k on 3rd 
September 2017 and raising money for the Salford Birth Centre Appeal. The City 
Mayor confirmed this commitment, but reserved the right to walk the course, rather 
than run it.

(b) Statement of the City Mayor
(Previous Minute 85(i) - 17th May 2017)

Councillor Arnold Saunders commented that the City Mayor should be commended 
on his individual decision to reduce his personal allowance.

7. COUNCILLOR CHRISTINE HUDSON

The Ceremonial Mayor presented Councillor Christine Hudson with a long service 
medal in recognition of the 20 years she had been a member of the Council. 

8. RECEIPT OF PETITIONS/COMMUNICATIONS

Councillor Bernard Lea submitted a petition on behalf of residents of sheltered 
accommodation at Ramsden Fold and Openshaw Court, Clifton asking whether the 
City Council could take any action with regard to the Great Places Housing Group’s 
intention to raise services fees at their properties.

9. ELECTION RESULTS

The Returning Officer submitted a report detailing the respective results of the UK 
Parliamentary Election and Claremont By-election, both of which had been held on 
Thursday, 8th June, 2017.

Councillor Neil Reynolds was welcomed to his first meeting of the Council following



 his election as a member for the Claremont Ward

         RESOLVED: THAT the report be noted.

10. MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES AND PANELS 2017/18 
(Previous Minute 81 - 17th May 2017)

The City Solicitor submitted a report seeking approval to appointments and 
amendments to the membership of committees and panels for the Municipal Year 
2017/18.

RESOLVED:  THAT approval be given to the following appointments and 
amendments to the membership of the committees and panels respectively 
indicated:-

Committee/Panel New Member Replacing
Audit and Accounts 
Committee

Councillor Neil Reynolds

Mr Bruce Cowen
(Independent Member) 

Miss Vittoria Bugana
(Independent Member)

vacancy

vacancy

vacancy

Children’s Scrutiny Panel Councillor Neil Reynolds vacancy

Community and 
Neighbourhoods Scrutiny 
Panel 

Councillor Jimmy Hunt Councillor Jim King

Growth and Prosperity 
Scrutiny Panel 

Councillor Jim King Councillor Jimmy Hunt

Employer’s Forum Councillor John Walsh  Councillor Bernard Lea

Council Agenda Setting 
Group (CAG)

Councillor John Merry 
(as Deputy City Mayor)

n/a omitted in error from 
nominations submitted to 
and approved by Council 
on 17th May 2017.

11.   SALFORD RAIL STRATEGY  
 

Councillor Roger Jones, Executive Support for Transport, presented the Salford Rail 
Strategy (SRS). The Strategy was a comprehensive overview of aspirations for 
improvement across the rail network in Salford within the context of national and 
regional planning strategies for rail, together with an initial programme of realistic 
and achievable improvement projects for the rail network in the City over the short, 
medium and long term to 2040 and beyond.



Councillor Iain Lindley, Councillor Robin Garrido, Councillor Lisa Stone and the City 
Mayor all added their own support for the SRS.

In response to a question from Councillor Charlie McIntyre, Councillor Roger Jones 
provided details of the current programme of adaptations to make stations disabled 
access compliant, how this work was prioritised and funded.

RESOLVED: THAT Salford Rail Strategy be endorsed and adopted.

12.    NOTICE OF MOTION 

Definition of Anti-Semitism

Councillor John Ferguson moved the following motion, which was seconded by 
Councillor Ann-Marie Humphreys.

The following is a definition of Anti-Semitism, which was agreed in May 2016 at 
a conference of the Berlin based International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance (IHRA):-

“Anti-Semitism is a certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as 
hatred toward Jews. Rhetorical and physical manifestations of Anti-Semitism 
are directed toward Jewish or non-Jewish individuals and/or their property, 
toward Jewish community institutions and religious facilities.”

 Salford City Council is asked to approve and adopt this definition.

Councillor John Ferguson and Councillor Ann-Marie Humphreys both spoke in 
favour of the motion.

Councillor Arnold Saunders, Councillor Heather Fletcher, Councillor Jim King, 
Councillor John Merry, Councillor Bill Hinds, Councillor John Warmisham and 
Councillor Peter Wheeler all added their own support for the motion. 

The Ceremonial Mayor then put the motion to Council.

RESOLVED: THAT the motion moved by Councillor John Ferguson, as detailed 
above, be approved and adopted.

13. STATEMENT OF CITY MAYOR

The City Mayor made a number of announcements, highlighted issues and made 
comments as follows:-

(a)   Sympathy was extended to the victims and families of those killed, or injured, in
        the recent Manchester Arena and London Bridge terrorist attacks. Mention was
        made to the bravery and  work of the emergency services and the general
        positive response of communities, both locally and nationally, in showing
        solidarity, respect and compassion in the aftermath of both incidents. 

(b)    The condemnation of racially motivated acid attacks on innocent individuals.   



 (c)   Condolences were also extended to the victims and families of those who had
        lost their lives in the Grenfell Tower tragedy. This had demonstrated the
        invaluable work and reliance communities placed on the emergency services
        and public sector professionals, as well as exposing the stresses put on them
        and how they were under  funded. In Salford work continued to identify and take
        appropriate action for those housing blocks which were fitted will similar
        cladding panels as those at Grenfell Tower. Councillor John Merry’s particular 
        role in this work was mentioned. In a wider context, the tragedy raised many
        issues of concern, including immediate and long term health and safety ones
        and it was suggested H.M Government’s response to these had been slow, 
        often contradictory and failed to provide clarity and assurance. 

(d)    The result of the recent General Election suggested an appetite for change
        amongst the population and a rejection of H.M. Government’s austerity policies, 
        yet these continued. The particular impact of these on Salford were highlighted
        as well as the City Council’s economic regeneration strategies which went 
        someway to mitigating them.

(e)    The announcement of Kellogg’s to move their national administrative
         headquarters from Trafford to Salford.

(f)     Progress on the developments at MediaCityUK, Port Salford, 100 Greengate
         and 2 New Bailey, together with the positive impact and benefits these would
         create for Salford. 

(g)    The first new council houses to be built in Salford for decades would be
        completed by the end of the year.

(h)    Salford remained at the heart of the agenda and decision making process for
        the Greater Manchester region,

14. GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO THE CITY MAYOR 

Q1.  Councillor John Warmisham thanked the City Mayor for the manner in which he
        had dealt with the issue of cladding on tower blocks in Salford following the
        Grenfell Tower tragedy. He also praised the co-operation of residents of the
        Blocks affected and made reference to the inadequate response and lack of 
        clear guidance from H.M. Government. Councillor Bill Hinds and Councillor
        John Merry both supported these comments, with the latter referring to
        comments of Sajid Javid, Secretary of State for Communities and Local
        Government seemingly prematurely apportioning blame by specifically
        criticising local authorities before the Grenfell Tower Inquiry had even
        commenced its investigations.

        Councillor Robin Garrido also endorsed Councillor John Warmisham’s
        comments in terms of the communications policy which had been put into place
        to reassure and keep affected residents informed. 

        The City Mayor replied that reassuring residents and ensuring their safety had
        been central to recent activities.



        Councillor Bill Hinds commented this was a national issue, which the City
        Council did not have the finances to resolve at a local level and it would require
        appropriate financial support from H.M. Government. 

Q2.  Councillor Les Turner and Councillor Robin Garrido both added their own
        support to the City Mayor’s comments on the recent terrorist attacks and other
        tragedies.

Q3.  Councillor Robin Garrido referred to the building of the first council houses in 
        Salford for many years and suggested, whilst this was welcomed, social  
        housing was best managed by housing associations.

        Councillor David Lancaster said Salford City Council has an excellent history in
        the provision of social housing. The transfer to City West Housing Trust and
        Salix Homes had been because of the more advantageous funding from 
        H.M. Government this offered, given the same financial opportunities, Salford
        City Council could provide an equal, if not better service.  

        The City Mayor echoed the comments of Councillor David Lancaster and said
        local authorities were in the best position to understand the needs of their 
        communities and deliver social housing, but national policies prevented this.

 Q4. Councillor Peter Wheeler and Councillor Howard Balkind sought the City
        Mayor’s views on the DUP’s (Democratic Unionist Party) agreement to support
        the Conservative minority government in return for an extra £1b funding for
        Northern Ireland over the next two years.

        The City Mayor replied that he did not begrudge the additional funding being
        provided to Northern Ireland, but had concerns other regions were not being
        treated in the same manner and instead finding their funding from H.M. 
        Government being reduced. He questioned where this money would come
        from and said it contradicted H.M. Government’s programme of austerity and
        demonstrated a lack of consistency in their current economic policies.   
        Councillor Bill Hinds echoed these comments.
        

15. QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO CABINET MEMBERS

Q1.  Councillor Arnold Saunders asked whether it would be possible to reconsider
                 and halt the implementation of the three weekly cycle for the collection of
                 general waste (black bins) from homes in the City. He suggested this caused
                 difficulties for larger households, created a negative image of Salford and did
                 not result in significant increased levels of recycling.
                 
                 Councillor David Lancaster, Lead Member for Environment and Community
                 Safety, replied that the new refuse collection and recycling regime had been
                 adopted by the City Council after lengthy consideration and introduced in
                 phases across Salford. This had resulted in a generally positive response from
                 residents and the ability to resolve problems as they occurred and in advance
                 of its introduction in further areas of the City. In addition homes now had four



                 bins, which provided a greater total refuse/recycling capacity than before.   
                 Phase 3 of the programme would commence in August, on which there had
                 already been an extensive communications strategy and consultation with the
                 public. On that basis, it was not feasible to now stop the roll out of the revised
                 refuse and recycling collection regimes across the City. If there were any
                 households where this was causing difficulties and there were legitimate
                 reasons involved, they would be considered on an individual basis.

                 The CIty Mayor added that the revised collection regime had led to improved
                 levels of recycling which in turn reduced the costs incurred by the City Council
                 and allowed finances to be redirected to essential services. 
                 

Q2.  Councillor Robin Garrido referred the intended review of the bus lane on Eccles 
        Old Road and commented that when the Conservative Group had suggested a
        similar proposal in May 2015 this had been rejected. (Previous Minute 74 - 20th

           May 2015).

        Councillor Derek Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning and Sustainable
        Development, replied that the previous Conservative Group motion, referred to
        by Councillor Garrido, had proposed the immediate and wholesale suspension
        of all current and planned bus lanes in Salford. This was a specific and isolated  
        re-evaluation of the operation of the Eccles New Road bus lane, a policy of
        periodic review the City Council would always apply should the need arise.  

Q3.  Councillor Jane Hamilton asked for an update on the achievements which were
        as a consequence of the City Council’s Carbon Management Plan.

        Councillor Derek Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning and Sustainable
        Development replied that, since 2007 there had been a 33% reduction in
        carbon consumed by the City Council and approximately £1.8m less spent each
        year on energy usage. Key factors had been the introduction of LED (light-
        emitting diode) street lighting and car club schemes. The next step was to
        encourage businesses and other organisations located in Salford to adopt
        similar initiatives.

16.   QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS ON THE DISCHARGE OF FUNCTIONS OF JOINT
        AUTHORITIES AND OUTSIDE BODIES

 (a) Q1.   Councillor David Jolley asked if there was any feedback following the recent
                 Ofsted (Office for Standards in Education) inspection of the Barton Moss
                 Secure Care Centre.

                 Councillor Lisa Stone, Lead Member for Children’s and Young People’s
                 Services, replied that the Centre had received “Outstanding” ratings from
                 Ofsted as a result of the inspection and extended thanks to all the staff
                 concerned in this achievement..

 (b)   Updates were provided in relation to the recent activities of the following bodies:-

 City of Salford Community Stadium (deferred from 17th May 2017)



 Working Class Movement Library
 CityCo

RESOLVED: THAT the reports and information be noted.

A full audio/visual recording of these proceedings can be found on the Salford City 
Council website Council Webcast 19 July 2017
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